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“As we celebrate CWA, we need to recognize progress, but 
also the gaps, like legacy contamination and the threats of 

everyday contaminants like PFAS and microplastics.”

Heather Smith, baykeeper for the Watershed Center of Grand Traverse Bay

CLEAN WATER ACT 
TURNS 50

BY SALLY BARBER 
Special to the Record-Eagle

TRAVERSE CITY — This month marks 
the 50th anniversary of the federal Clean 
Water Act.

Restoration of Kids Creek one of the beneficiaries

Special the Record-Eagle/ Watershed Center Board Member Rick Kane

Watershed Center Staff and volunteers sampling water quality in a small tributary of Elk Lake.

There is a saying in the 
world of non-motorized 
trail development that goes 

something along the lines of, “first 
the community builds the trail, then 
the trail builds the community.”

Community 
connections 
in Acme

B R I A N 
B E A U C H A M P

Local columnist

N A T U R A L  A R E A S

BY JIM DUFRESNE
Capital News Service

Camp Maplehurst’s enduring legacy

Special to the Record-Eagle/Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy

SEE TART PAGE 4B

SEE CAMP PAGE 4B

SEE WATER PAGE 4B
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Connections that this new 
section of trail makes will 
help people get to their plac-
es of work, do their shopping 
and errands without suffer-
ing through summertime 

Traverse City, and hit the 
beach for a weekend hang at 

It will extend the options 
for the adventure-seeking 
bike rider with nearby access 
to the Vasa Pathway and 
countless miles of gravel 
roads between Traverse City 

Moreover, the Acme Con-
nector is the springboard 
for future trail development 
heading north to Elk Rapids, 
and eventually to Eastport 
and Charlevoix by way of the 
Nakwema Trailway, a genera-
tional project in the works 

My hope is that reading 
this has a dual effect: First, 
I hope that it gives credit to 
community partners for the 
long-haul work involved in 
planning and executing im-
portant community projects 

that if you have not yet been 
out to see your new commu-

nity trail — available for your 

year — that you go check it 

through wooded wetlands, 
a bridge over Acme Creek, 
a stretch through an open 
meadow and pond, offer-
ing new views of nature and 

Riding through this new 
section of trial on my bike 
this past weekend I couldn’t 
help but think back to the 
too-many-to-list individu-
als and organizations that 

also couldn’t help but look 
forward to the generations of 
families and friends who will 
write the script for the next 
chapter of community trails 
both in Acme and across the 

Congratulations to every-
-

cant achievement and we’ll 

For more information, visit 
the Nakwema Trailway web-
site: https://nakwematrail-

acme-connector/
Brian Beauchamp is 

the communications and 
policy director for TART 

provides and promotes a 
trail network that enriches 
people and communities 
throughout the greater 
Traverse region. Find out 

many year-round, non-
motorized, multi-use trails 
at traversetrails.org

TART
Community 
connections in 
Acme
FROM PAGE 1B

“We had previously identi-

property as a priority (to 
preserve), but we were un-
sure of how we could pull it 
off,” said Chris Garrock, the 
director of stewardship for 

“We were elated when 
Milton Township reached 
out and expressed inter-
est in partnering with us 
to acquire and protect the 
property as a township 

This old summer camp 

Maplehurst Natural Area 

system that makes the most 
of its unusually rugged ter-
rain, while Lake Maplehurst 
is once again a destination 
for canoers, kayakers and 

The perimeter of the trail 

that includes parts of all 
four loops and leads to every 

with the west half of the 
Ridge Trail Loop, a gentle 
but steady descent with a 
constant view of lakes and 

When you bottom out, 
skirt the wooded shoreline 
of Lake Maplehurst and then 
merge into the Forest Trail, 
the most interesting seg-

Maplehurst’s camp trails 
were old two-tracks that 
today are slowly being 
absorbed by shrubs and 

The Grand Traverse Re-
gional Land Conservancy 
used some of them in de-
signing the current system, 
but most of the trails are 
new, built by volunteers and 
contractors with a focus on 

The Forest Trail delivers 
that whether on foot or on a 

You quickly climb to the 
crest of a ridge that’s so 
narrow you can look into 
the wooded ravines on 
both sides without turning 

blue glimpse of Torch Lake 
through the trees just before 
the trail makes a sharp 

The next mile, past posts 

While overall, you’re 
descending, the trail does 

dipping, climbing and weav-
ing back and forth until you 

of the many stone benches 

You’ve only 2 miles from 
the trailhead, but you take a 

other side are impressive 

the road, the well-posted 

pavement and re-enters the 
rolling forest to lead back to 

Almost half of Maplehu-
rst is composed of steep 
hardwood-forested bluffs, 
and on the east side of the 
preserve, the ridges are 
riddled with seeps, springs 
and streams that drain into 

You may be only a few 
hundred yards from Michi-
gan’s largest inland lake, 
but the terrain is so rugged 
and the foliage so thick that 
what you hear isn’t jet skis 

the forest along this trail 
is a gurgling brook below 
and the wind rustling leaves 

While all four loops at 
Maplehurst were designed 
primarily for hiking and off-
road cycling, portions are 
suitable for cross-country 
skiing and snowshoeing in 

But the best time of the 
year to stumble on this 
tract is now, when those 

and then begin dropping, 
turning blue glimpses of 
lakes into views that make 
you pause and ponder the 
enduring legacy of this sum-

Jim DuFresne of Michi-
gantrailmaps.com is an 
MSU Journalism School 
alum.

CAMP
Maplehurst’s 
enduring legacy
FROM PAGE 1B

Special to the Record-Eagle/Jim DuFresne/michigantrailmaps.com

A hiker stops to look at a small stream in Maplehurst 
Natural Area.

Development Councils
“I have been with CRA 

director of the regional 

started, we were all inter-

learn how to protect water 
and learn how the water-

Contamination to ground-
water and watersheds by 
unregulated home septic 
systems is a CWA gap issue 
eventually addressed by 

-
zie County implemented an 
ordinance requiring septic 
system inspections when-
ever a home is bought, sold 

summer did the Leelanau 
County Board of Commis-
sioners enact a countywide 
septic system inspection 
ordinance to prevent patho-
gens and other harmful 
substances from polluting 
groundwater and surface 

“We’ve come a long way, 
but sometimes these things 
take time and a lot of pa-

It was CWA’s initial goal 
to render all of the na-

the end of water pollution 

legislative inadequacy in 
accomplishing the objective 
in Michigan is evidenced by 
data released in 2022 by the 

-

The organization reported 

of assessed Michigan rivers 
and streams are too pol-

percent of assessed Michi-
gan lakes and reservoirs are 

While CWA falls far short 
of its original objective, the 
National Wildlife Federa-
tion reports CWA succeeds 
in keeping 700 billion 
pounds of pollutants out of 

the nation’s waters annu-

“Analyzing the success 

complicated,” said Liz Kirk-
wood, executive director 
of the Traverse City-based 

“Has there been adequate 
federal and state level 

has and sometimes there 

CWA’s disappointing per-
formance includes its failure 
to provide comprehensive 
regulations for agriculture 

-
troversy hangs over legal 

Court decision could impact 

Kirkwood acknowledges 

we mark CWA’s anniversary, 
she believes it’s important 

been and where we’re 

“In historic moments 
like this, it affords us the 
perspective we need and 
opportunity to take stock of 
the vision for the future of 

are we going to expect of 
ourselves for the future of 
our children?”

WATER
The CWA  
turns 50
FROM PAGE 1B

Special the Record-Eagle/ Watershed Center Board Member Rick Kane

Watershed Center volunteer monitoring water temperature in a small tributary to Mitchell Creek.

Special the Record-Eagle/ Watershed Center Board Member Rick Kane

Watershed Center volunteers sampling water quality in a small tributary of Mitchell 
Creek.

BY JESSICA DAMIANO 
the Associated Press

apparent in colder climates, 
where fall foliage sets 

regardless of your location, 
chances are there’s one 
familiar seasonal sight each 
year: potted chrysanthe-
mums perched on porches, 
hanging in baskets, tempo-

And soon, they get kicked 
to the curb with decaying 

Curious and frankly 
disturbed about the ritual 
carnage, I asked a few of 
my Long Island, New York, 
neighbors why they discard 

response? They believed 

Garden chrysanthemums 
are actually perennials, 
hardy in horticultural zones 

survive winter in roughly 

the plants can’t withstand 
the deep freezes expe-
rienced in parts of New 
England and the northern 
and central portions of the 

can they handle the blazing 
summer heat in the south-
ern half of Florida, south 

California into western 

But that leaves roughly 
half the country primed 
for growing mums in their 

There are, indeed, annual 
chrysanthemums, but they 
are primarily used in the 

-
ted gift plants, typically in 
stores like supermarkets, as 

check the plant tag to know 

garden-variety perennials 
will be labeled chrysanthe-
mum morifolium; annuals 
belong to the chrysanthe-

No plant tag? Check the 
foliage: Perennial mums 
have broad, deeply toothed 
leaves; annuals have narrow 

Native to China, perennial 
chrysanthemums are avail-
able in shades of orange, 
red, rust, pink, purple, yel-

wide, reaching their mature 

In frost-free zones, they 
provide a second bloom in 

Consider using the plants 
alongside sedums, asters 
and goldenrods fo r a color-
ful seasonal display in the 

Plant mums in well-
draining soil as early in 

garden center, but that’s 
not the case in many parts 

I’ve succeeded with fall 
plantings, you might not 
if temperatures dip below 
freezing within six to eight 

not willing to gamble, enjoy 
the show until your plants 
go dormant, then stash the 
pots in an unheated garage 

them occasionally — very 
lightly — then plant them 
in spring after the danger of 

Regardless of timing, 
incorporate compost into 
the soil to improve drain-
age, and set the plant into 
the ground at the same 
depth as it was growing in 

between plants to prevent 
crowding, which can lead 
to mold, mildew and fungal 

overgrown, divide them 
in spring, just after new 

Mums are 
perennials 
you can 
hold onto

F L O W E R S


